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In the region where the ©
Americas and Eurasia almost g
touch, a “guest book” has been 1a
found whose record seems to} =
extend 6000 years into —
the past, .
It shows new R
ways of life 1
has been no period when t
world was significantly warmer
than today. Such warmth would
have melted enough polar ice to
raise ocean jevels substantially,
whereas the evidence om the,.
Alaskan coast points to little| "
change in the sea level ke
The record there consists ‘W
@& series of 114 beaches, |
at Cape ns near the| .
Bering Strait. Upon these ..
beaches are the remains of a =
succession of civilizations that tic
extend back thousands of years. pe
As one walks the mile and a rs
haﬂ!mmthemtaanin—fth
shore lagoon, each beach repre- W
sents a more ancient period.
Unexpectedly, it has been M
found that the oldest of these t6
cultures, the Denbigh flint com- 1
plex, is the most sophisticated in |3
workmanship and artistic free- o
dom. Its flint arrowheads and
knives are chipped so meticu-i,
lously that one needs a magni- t;
fying pglass to appreciate the
technique. m
Dr. J. Louis Giddings, pro- h::
fessor of anthropology at the|o:
university, who has been in m
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Cape Krusenstern (cross)

charge of the .excavation of
some 300 sites at Cape Krusen-
stren, believes the Derbigh
workmanship to the most de-
tailed of that found in any pre-

historic flints. He puts the|.

age of the culture at 5,000 to
7.000 years ago.

No satisfactory dating of its
remains has been achieved by
the radiocarbon technique, How-
ever, charcoal and Wood found
with the remains of a whaling
culture on the fifty-third beach
from that presently washed by
the sea has been anaiyzed for
radiocarbon. It was found to
be about 3,700 years old. The
Denbigh remains are on beaches
78 through 194 and presumably
are from a culture proportion-
ately older. i

Beaches 105 through 114 are
too swampy and too deep in
sod for surface examination.
None of the beaches is more
than about five feet higher than
the present one, indicating no
great changes in sea level. This,
Dr. Giddings believes, may pro-
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lthe excavation is far froMigaid he

complete. Many of the tools|After b
Continued From Page 31 are made of obsidian, a black, she dec
| e I glass-like stone. Woar
n|vide the jong.sought “woﬂdl The orderliness of the his- o
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-|standard” fo! eterminin, a :
standar e o ing sea| .. 1 derives from the fact reached
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A Grim Fight for Life
s Shown in Gltf Ruins

q Theigrim remains of a des-
1} perate fight for life 2,000
years ago have been found on
an Alaskan beach,

In the charred ruins of a
'g| prehistoric house were the
| skeletons of a woman and two
} | children. Near them were
three bone-hafted adzes and
it was evident that the three
had been trying to burrow
out of a hut whose overhead

exit was impassable,

[ According to Eskimo leg-
end, ancient raiding parties
sometimes poured oil through
the smoke hole in the roof,
“i thus causing the cock-fire to
flare up. The enemy would
then ciub the occupants as
they dashed out.

In this case, according to
Dr. J. Louis Giddings of
Brown University, the family
apparently tried to dig an-
other exit but suffoeated in
the attempt. The site was
found at Cape Krusenstern
last summer,
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