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ANTHROPOLOGIST, 4

Professor at Brown, Expertiixmn_'
[ W

on Bering Strait, Dies i
TR { Nl
Special to The New York Times '
?A"\‘TUCKET; R. I, Dec. 8 Mis
— DPr. 1. Louis Giddings, pro-| s
fessor of anthropology at Brown | eadin
University and a widely known & Wid
authority on ancient inhahit-|ence |
ants of the Bering Strait areala hes
of Alaska, died in Memorialiip the
Hospital here today. He was amw
years old. {‘qt
Dr. Giddings was injured Nov.| Mis
3 in an automobile collision tn}Yo >
nearby Seekonk, Mass. The hcs-g';:m‘g
* pital said that determination ofﬁogui,
the cause of death awaited an| -
autopsy. B Shy
Dr. Giddings was born éniB““ il
Caldwell, Tex., on April 1%).;,“”‘.
1909, He was graduated from|p.s
the University of Alaska | e
1932, earned his master’s degree Th
from the University of Arizona|used
in 1841 and his doctorate at the| Was
University of Pennsylvania in | thirt]
1851, { wom
Brown University named himi%y hat
director of its Haffenreffer Mu-;a_“?;.-*
scum of the American Indian inj v i
1956. He became interested in| LOF
Bering Strait research as al e
Coivessity of Alaska under-|"0
graduate in 1931 and had spcn{!"“;(i
many summers excavating ar- the 4
cheological sites at Cape Den-| I‘i
bigh, on both sides of the :
Seward Peninsula and at Kot-|iJ
zobue Sound in Western Alaska.ib' ‘
He had received frequent re-|
sparch grants from the National| ¢
Science Foundation. lvote
Studied Ancient Shores %dem

One of his most recent efforts|and
was the excavation of remains %08
left by 2 succession of cultures
at Cape Krusenstern, near Ber-|
ing Strait, A series of 134‘:0‘”}“
parallel ridges extends ‘miand%qm'

alw
por!

from the present shoreline, |
each representing a former —| o
and earlier — beach. e

These ancient beaches, Drdiho
Giddings found, constitute 2 .ay
sort of “guest book” recording|iha
the varfous peopies who oneel yie
inhabited the coast. | but

He also was a ploneer in|stu
dendrochronology — the estab-| ¢
jishment of tree ring chronol-|the
ogies. Since the spacing ofima
rings is an index of year-tg-yearich
climate, all. trees that grew in|ma
the same region at the samejan
time show the same pattern of tal
fat and lean years. This maices{cas
it possible to determine the| !
precise years when aucienticm
logs grew. ime

Dr. Giddings and his \l:i(e.ith‘
riding a skiff, once descendedl’fh
the Mackenzie River and skirted an

w"\{g.]q Arctic Ocean, sampling|00
Yng patterns in driftwood in an|of
effort to push the chronology | 5¢

as farnto the past as possibie.|
Dr. Giddings's studies had ledi{m
him to challenge the popular 8e
seientific concept of ancient;ye
tnass migrations from Siberia s
through Arctic North America. 50
His research exploited his thesisict
that there was & “circumpolar}sh
aritioof ideas and b iques| R

. atl the wav from Central

{o Greenland but no great mi-
gration of peoples. =
L 7 Dr. Giddings leaves his wife,

d t

the former Ruth Warner, an
three children, afl of Bristol.
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