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BRISTOL, RI, Oct. 20—
—(AP)—A Brown University
anthropologist today chal-
lenged the popular scientific
theory of mass migration east-
ward from Siberia through

the Arctic regions of North |

America and on to Greenland
in ancient times.

On the basis of studies in
‘Alaska’s Bering Strait region,
Dr. J. Louis Diddings said
he believes there was no great
movement of Asiatic peoples
across the land bridge that
once connected Siberia with
Alaska, as other scientists and
their textbooks long have
maintained.

THERE WAS a ‘‘circum-
polar spread” or “drift” of
ideas and methods freely
across the Arctic region all
the way from Central Siberia
to Greenland but no great
movement of peoples in the
precise definition of ‘‘migra-
tion,” Dr. Giddings is con-
vinced.

He has dug up evidence of
strong and almost unbroken
occupation of cultures in
Western Alaska dating back
to 4000 B.C. and Dr. Giddings
is convinced that “the same
gene pool” has continued in
that region for at least 6,000

years.

“Spread is the answer,
and not migration,” the
Brown scientist declared at
a press briefing on his past
four summers of archeo-
Jogical research. The brief-
ing was held at the Haf-
fenerffer Museum of the
American Indian, where Dr.
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