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Professor G
[| however, that
general opinion am

fessors that statehood
wise move, &
Actually, the Brown 0-

the ha Titi ) 1
| b5l iw‘ju.m_mg on the wall
| I years and perhaps, be-
cause he has returned to
);\.Jﬂﬁkﬂ at intervals, he un-
! derstands better than most

Alaskans just how much
Alaska has progressed
Ib'rhe Alcan highway has
| (‘fn tremendously improved
E ; er:[oug;h for six cars side

y-side,” Dr. Giddi s indl
[ D . ings indi-
| cated. e

& l\*af\r oil reserves promise tn
, ;‘r]m;:: a financial boon to
f: askans and persons mi.
|
|
|

!
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grating there.
Boom jn Farms
% Over a period of 24 vears
_;;rnls have mushroomed
;ong the approaches to
;c;uihnvrn Alaska. “Hundreds I
miles of expansion, lush

fessor has been witnessing .

;\a?;;at fields,” Dr. Giddings
Although he said he does
not want persons to get thé
romantic notion that he is an
explorer in deep wilderness
nevertheless, Dr, Gidriinwsl
when he first 11‘31‘019;1 fﬂ
Alaska in the 30's said-k\'erv
ioquskimos spoke Iim:‘&mf-j
ah'd if they did “they mi\‘nd"t
with their native tr;ngu;'” 3
Asked if he needed an in-
terpreter in explorations iz;lfo
some of the reaches of Alask
now, Dr. Giddings said "nm.-mia l

—

the legislature in Junean ang |
mim:.- more Eskimos are en- i
rolled in the University
Alaska,” o Oti
Typical of the modern out- i
look taken by some Eskimo l
toward politics is the e‘mm'is
ence Dr. Giddings had '\\'hile; |
u.;\-*mg: to interview gz 1ir‘u;>
worn old Alaskan two \'e‘:zrc- |

ago.
His wife was stirring a pot ||
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-_— Alaskan Statehood Time

Brown Sociologist Heard News Late

By EDWARD B. POWELL
Alaska turned from a ter-
ritory to a state this sum-
mer beneath the feet of a
Brown University sociologist
and his party—but most
Americans received the news
days before the researchers.
This was disclosed yester-
day by Dr. James L. Gid-
| dings, Brown University as-
| sociate professor in-sociology
| and director of the Haffen-
| yeffer Museum of the Ameri-
1| can Indian in Bristol,
| The doctor, trim and wind-
| burned. returned last week
from his latest exploration
trip in Alaska with his son,
James, II, and two Brown
students, William 1
| 3rd of Providence, a
tant for two years, and
ell Robinson, who is en-
yis freshman year at

museum
ASS1s

)

Brown.
Above Arctie Circle

| First exploring the interior

| of Alaska back in 1934, Dr.
Giddings and the group the

past swmme visited beach

rele

areas a }
in Kotzebue Sound on U
west side of Alaska where all
was quiet when Alaskans
were kicking up their heels

over statehood in the capital,

Juneau, and in the cities of
1 Anchorage and Fairbanks.

Excusing himself for not
i possessing more first hand
l‘ knowledge of how old sour-
| doughs greeted statehood
when the Senate passed the
statehood bill on June 30 and
when Alaskans gave their
thumping endorsement on
il Aug. 26, Professor Giddings
I| said where he was “News
meant very little . , . We did
not miss it.”

He said after statehood
had become common knowl-
edge is about the time he
first heard the news,

OK With Eskimo

“1 asked an Eskimo if he
thought it would be a good
thing,” Dr. Giddings said.

“Qh, it will be good,” the
Eskimo told Dr. Giddings,

|

make in your life?” Dr.

President,” the Eskimo in-
formed Dr, Giddings,

The slim professor with a
slow smile said he became
most cognizant of Alaskan
statehood when he was about
to return home, concluding &
trip which hegan last June.

A few hours before depart-
ing down the Alcan Highway,
he delivered a paper in Fair-
| Bangks hefare the 10th an-
nual session of the Ameri-
can Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science at the
University of Alaska, “Pro-
I fessors of all fields of course
l\ spoke quite often of Alaskan

statehood, but in no great de-
tail.”

“What difference will it |

Giddings continued to query. |
T wil] be able to vote for |

A 1,200-year-old Eskimo spear
L. Giddings as a pointer as

and the radio was blaring.
The interview ceased when

the news broadcast came on now
high school and plenty go on

for college.
The group while exploring

the air. As the commentator
spoke of the Stevenson-Ei-
senhower campaign, the old
man, according to Dr. Gid-
dings, became violently ex-
cited, dancing and waving his
hands.

Professor Giddings quickly
learned the Eskimo was a
Stevenson man. “That was a |
sign of things to come,” the |
professor said.

He said where it was the
general rule once for Alaskdn

e .

natives to attend school to
grade levels three and four, |

in the Kotzebue Sound ar
witnessed several of the da
for which Alaska 1s call
the “Land of the Midnig
Sun.” They actually follow
thhe route around the sou
established in 1817 by t
Russian Otto Von Kotzeb
skipper of a sailing expe
tion,

Many of the locatic
around the sound are nam
after his crewmen, Pla
Shishmaref, Sparar

Chamiso, the expeditic
irtist Krusenstern, 1
others

is used by Dr. James |
he describes Alaska. |
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most are completing



